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Kembla Grange Resource Recovery Facility – SSD 5300 
Proponent’s Response to Independent Environmental Audit October 2021 – June 2025  

11 November 2025 

 
 

No Condition / Requirement Audit Finding Recommended / Agreed / 
Completed / Actions 

Proponent’s Response 

NC 1 B28: From the commencement of 
construction, and in perpetuity, the 
Development must be managed as an Inner 
Protection Area (IPA) as outlined in Planning 
for Bush Fire Protection 2006 and Standards 
for Asset Protection Zones. The IPA shall 
include the area around the workshop 
building for a distance of 20 metres to the 
north and east, but exclude the riparian 
corridor, which traverses the site. 
 
Bushfire Management Plan 

The Inner Protection Area (IPA) area had not 
been maintained, particularly around the 
workshop building and the diesel tank. Dense 
thickets of weeds were observed to be 
growing in close proximity to the north of the 
workshop and other buildings. (see photos) 

Agreed Actions 
1. Engage contractors to remove 

weeds from the Inner Protection 
Zone. 

Due Date: 1 May 2026 
 

In progress – we are seeking 
quotes from various 
organisations to carry out the 
maintenance following the 
assessment (see action 4). 

2. Implement an inspection regime 
to ensure the IPA is kept clear of 
weeds. 

Ongoing frequency: Quarterly as part 
of regular inspections 
 

In progress – we are 
considering the appropriate 
site inspection checklist to 
include this check. 

3. Schedule contractors to attend 
site on a regular / as needs basis 
to control weeds in the IPA. 

Ongoing frequency: At least annually 
or more frequently as informed by the 
inspection regime. 
 

In progress – we are seeking 
quotes from various 
organisations to carry out the 
maintenance following the 
assessment (see action 4). 

NC 2 B31: The Applicant must: 
 
a) ensure that all works are consistent with 
the Vegetation Management Plan, Version 7, 
dated October 2015, prepared by Southern 
Habitat; 
… 
d) Ensure that the riparian zone is 
landscaped with fully structured native 

Whilst the site was satisfactorily revegetated 
in 2019 as per a letter from southern Habitat 
dated 29 March 2019, evidence was not 
provided to demonstrate that ongoing 
maintenance (e.g. - weed control) has been 
undertaken in recent years.  
 
The site inspection identified that there were 
dense thickets of weeds growing on various 
locations around the site, including in the IPA 

Agreed Actions: 
4. Re-engage a specialist 

organisation to evaluate the state 
of the riparian zone and schedule 
regular inspections and weed 
control program (by suitably 
qualified persons) as required by 
this condition, the Vegetation 
Management Plan and RSoC 4.5. 

Due Date: 31 December 2025 

In progress – we are seeking 
quotes from various 
organisations to carry out the 
assessment. 
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No Condition / Requirement Audit Finding Recommended / Agreed / 
Completed / Actions 

Proponent’s Response 

vegetation that emulates the local vegetation 
community; 
 
OEMP SWM20: Weed management 
strategies will be implemented in newly 
rehabilitated areas to control weed 
infestation and propagation. 

(refer to NC 1) and the riparian zone, however 
a weed specialist would need to be engaged 
to determine the extent of weed invasion and 
whether the native vegetation continues to 
emulate the local vegetation community. 
Current yard maintenance contractors 
(Planned Group) do not include weed control 
as part of their scope of works. 
 
It was clear that effective weed management 
has not been undertaken for several years, as 
some of the weeds were in an advanced state 
of growth (e.g. - Lantana, Crofton weed, etc). 
 
As noted above and in NC 1, the Vegetation 
Management Plan and Bushfire Management 
Plan were not implemented satisfactorily 
regarding weeds management and 
maintenance of the Inner Protection Area. 

 
5. Engage qualified landscape and 

weed contractors to adequately 
manage weeds on the site to meet 
the commitments in the OEMP, 
the Revised Statement of 
Commitments (RSoCs) and the 
Vegetation Management Plan 
(VMP). 

Ongoing frequency: At least annually 
or more frequently as informed by the 
inspection regime. 

 
In progress – we are seeking 
quotes from various 
organisations to carry out the 
maintenance following the 
assessment (see action 4). 

NC 3 C7: The Applicant must notify, at the earliest 
opportunity, the Secretary and any other 
relevant agencies of any incident that has 
caused, or threatens to cause, material 
harm to the environment. For any other 
incident associated with the Development, 
the Applicant must notify the Secretary and 
any other relevant agencies as soon as 
practicable after the Applicant becomes 
aware of the incident.  

Whilst evidence was provided of notification 
to the EPA of a fire incident on Sunday 19 
November 2023, no evidence was provided of 
a notification to the Secretary. 

Agreed Actions: 
6. Improve system for notification 

and / or retention of evidence of 
notifications to the Secretary 

 
Due Date: 1 May 2026 

In progress - PIRMP will be 
updated to clarify notification 
requirements /process and 
retention of records. 

NC 4 C9: Within 12 months of the approval of the 
modification and every three years 
thereafter, unless the Planning Secretary 
directs otherwise, the Applicant must 
commission and pay the full cost of an 

This Independent Environmental Audit was 
not conducted within the 3-year period. The 
audit should have been conducted in 2024 
and is at least 6 months overdue.  
 

Agreed Actions 
7. Ensure all future IEAs are 

conducted within the required 
time-frame. 

8. Consult with DPHI to confirm the 
next IEA period.  

In progress - We have 
commenced engaging with 
DPHI and will formalise the 
audit period by seeking a 
direction from the Secretary 
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No Condition / Requirement Audit Finding Recommended / Agreed / 
Completed / Actions 

Proponent’s Response 

Independent Environmental Audit of the 
Development. 
 

The previous IEA was overdue (non-
compliant). BINGO was issued a Warning 
Letter regarding late commissioning of the 
IEA. 

 
Due Date: 1 May 2026 (for 
consultation)  

in accordance with the 
condition for action 8. 

NC 5 C11: Within 60 days of the end of the 
reporting period specified in A6, or otherwise 
agreed by the Planning Secretary, the 
Applicant must review the environmental 
performance of the Development. 

None of the four Annual Review Reports 
issued over the audit period were carried out 
within the 60-day requirement.  
• The 2021/2022 report was overdue by 

approximately 2 months. 
• The 2022/2023 report was overdue by 

approximately 15 months 
• The 2023/2024 report was overdue by 

approximately 10 months. 
• The 2024/2025 report was overdue by 

approximately 1 month 
The previous IEA reported that the 2019 and 
2020 reports were also overdue / outside the 
60 day requirement. 

Agreed Actions: 
9. Streamline internal review 

processes to allow timely 
preparation of Annual Reviews for 
future periods 

 
Due Date: Next due date for Annual 
Report and ongoing 
 

Complete – Several reminder 
calendar invites have been 
circulated to the relevant 
team members with 
milestones to ensure timely 
preparation of Annual Review 
for submission. 

 

NC 6 C14: The Applicant must make copies of the 
following publicly available on its website; 
 
c) all approved strategies, plans and 
programs required under the conditions of 
this consent; 
 
i) keep this information up to date. 
 

The 2019 versions of the following 
Management Plans were on the BINGO 
website, however the latest versions (2022) 
of the following plans had not been uploaded 
to the website: 
• Air Quality Management Plan 
• Soil and Water Management Plan 
• Waste Monitoring Program 

Completed Actions 
10. Upload the latest versions (2022) 

of the Management Plans to the 
Bingo website. 

 
Completed on 31 October 2025 

Complete – 2022 plans were 
uploaded on 31 October 
2025. 

OBS 1 B2 a) 
 
Waste Monitoring Plan  
WM4: Management of non-complying waste 
(NCW) is in accordance with SOP-YA018 and 
related procedures and NCW that is rejected 

SOP-YA018 does not reflect the new process 
of electronically recording rejected load data. 
Manual forms are no longer utilised. 

Agreed Action 
11. Review and update SOP YA018 to 

reflect the changes to the process 
of recording rejected loads. 

 
Due Date: 1 May 2026 

Complete - SOP YA018 has 
been superseded by the 
Rejected Load Process for 
the new weighbridge software 
(POS-GUI-34). The WMP will 
be updated to refer to new 
process. 
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No Condition / Requirement Audit Finding Recommended / Agreed / 
Completed / Actions 

Proponent’s Response 

is recorded on SF055 and SF106, which is 
retained in the Reject Load Register. 
 

OBS 2 B9: The Applicant must store all chemicals, 
fuels and oils used on-site in appropriately 
bunded areas in accordance with the 
requirements of all relevant Australian 
Standards, and/or EPA's Storing and 
Handling Liquids: Environmental Protection - 
Participant's Manual 2007. 

The previous IEA identified that the refuelling 
area was not bunded. This has now been 
generally rectified, however the tank is not 
covered.  
 
It is recognised that Bingo have developed a 
“PACE 2” Paper (April 2025) which addresses 
this issue and proposed actions to mitigate 
the risk including installation of a domed 
cover over the tank bund and extend the 
refuelling area bund to accommodate larger 
vehicles. The proposed actions have been 
approved by senior Bingo Management (April 
2025). 
 

Agreed Actions 
12. Implement the recommendations 

contained within the Bingo PACE 2 
paper as soon as practicable 
(install domed cover over the 
diesel tank and bund). 

 
Due Date:  1 May 2026 

Complete – dome installation 
is complete, see photos of 
dome provided at Appendix 
A. 

OBS 3 B31/ VMP Section 3.3 / RSoC 4.5: 
The annual report must include but is not 
limited to site conditions including: 
1. Weed cover percentage 
2. Native cover percentage 
3. Identification and determination of actions 
to remedy any issues pertaining to the 
ongoing maintenance of the riparian 
vegetation for the 12 months following the 
report. 

Whilst a high-level overview of activities 
regarding weed management is provided 
within the Annual Review reports, specific 
information is not provided on weed cover 
percentage, native cover percentage or 
specific actions required to address any 
issues identified as part of this analysis. 
 
 

Agreed Actions: 
13. Include more detailed reporting 

on the management of weeds in 
the Annual Review, particularly in 
regard to the percentage of weed 
and native vegetation cover.  

 
Due Date: Next Annual Review (March 
2026) 

Complete – further detail will 
be included regarding weed 
management following 
assessment by specialist 
(see action 4). 

OBS 4 OEMP SWM 11: Water captured in a bunded 
area will be monitored and drained (if 
uncontaminated) after each rain event to 
ensure bund capacity is maintained at all 
times. If contamination is evident the 
contaminant will be absorbed using 
remediation products (absorbent pads, etc.) 

Undertaking corrective actions relating to 
Condition B9 and SWMP9 non-compliance 
(cover the bunded area) would significantly 
reduce the requirement to drain bunded 
areas and dispose of contaminated water.  

Agreed Actions 
14. The Soil and Water Management 

Plan should be updated to include 
reference to the covering of the 
bunded area to minimise the 
potential for the bunds to fill with 
water (also refer to OBS 3 – 

In progress – the SWMP is in 
the process of being updated 
to reflect domes and further 
reviewed. 



 

 

 

 

Page 5 of 6 

 

No Condition / Requirement Audit Finding Recommended / Agreed / 
Completed / Actions 

Proponent’s Response 

and disposed to an appropriate waste 
management facility. 

covering of bunded area and NC 8 
– update of plans and strategies). 

 
Due Date: 31 May 2026 
 

OBS 5 EPL 20601 O5.2: All stockpiles of waste 
(excluding garden waste, wood waste and 
compost) stored outside must not exceed 5 
metres in height. 
 
AQM12 

The method in which stockpile heights are 
determined were not robust / accurate. It 
was not possible for the auditor to determine 
whether the stockpiles (particularly at the 
rear of the site) were less than 5m using the 
estimation methods currently used. 
 
It was previously noted in the 2021 IEA that a 
black line was marked on the rock wall at the 
rear of the site, however this was no longer 
visible. It was advised that it is now 
estimated by comparing with roofline of large 
green shed.  
A more accurate methodology needs to be 
developed and implemented.  

Recommended Action: 
15. Identify and implement a more 

accurate methodology to 
determine stockpile heights. 

 
Due Date:  30 January 2026 
 

In progress – Operations 
team are considering 
reasonable and feasible 
methods. 
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Appendix A: Photos of completed domes over refuelling tank 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


